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The Bays Fundraising and Community Engagement team are here to support you. 

Please reach out if you have a question, or require further information on any of  

our programs or would just like to catch up on news at The Bays.

We would love  
to hear from you

Rebecca Hasler 
Fundraising & Community 
Engagement Manager

0438 731 078 
rebeccahasler@thebays.com.au

Sophie White 
Fundraising & Community 
Engagement Coordinator

0404 612 197 
sophiewhite@thebays.com.au

Megan Willis 
Volunteer Coordinator 

0409 146 038 
meganwillis@thebays.com.au
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Dear Members,

My first two months at The Bays have left me 
feeling incredibly impressed by how our healthcare 
group works in our local community. The care 
and compassion shown by our staff and specialists 
towards patients, their families and caregivers is 
exceptional. The breadth of healthcare services we 
provide is significant and I am particularly struck by 
the positive feedback that we consistently receive on 
our delivery of these services.

2021 is going to be an exciting year for The Bays. 
Our new state of the art Aged Care home is now 
fully operational and our brand-new Dialysis Unit in 
Hastings is due to be opened in April. We are well 
underway with the plans for our Comprehensive 
Cancer Centre in Mornington and expect to break 
ground later this year.  I feel privileged to be involved 
in providing a facility dedicated to treating cancer 
through all stages of the journey and to carrying out 
vital cancer research. 

Something that we can all feel proud about is 
the community support given to The Bays. In my 
short time here, I have learnt that we rely on our 
members and donors to provide funds for important 
equipment and instrumentation. This generosity 
enables us to continue to deliver healthcare services 
to our community.  I know that many of our donors 
are also members or volunteers of The Bays, and I 
would personally like to thank each of you for your 
generous support. 

The ongoing impacts of COVID-19 lockdowns and 
restrictions mean that we need our members and 
donors more than ever. By becoming a member 
or making a donation you allow us to continue to 
provide the best medical care right on your doorstep, 
when you need it the most. If you are in a position to 
donate at this time, please contact Rebecca Hasler, 
Fundraising and Community Engagement Manager 
on 03 5970 5339. Rebecca will be delighted to talk 
to you about our current projects requiring support. 

In 2021 we are also keen to build on our existing 
membership program to ensure that it meets our 
members’ current needs. To do so, we need your 
input and feedback. Please take a few moments to 
reflect on how the program could best work for you 
and complete and return the annual member survey. 
I look forward to hearing your thoughts. 

It would be a pleasure to meet you at one of our 
upcoming member-only or health and wellbeing 
events. Stay tuned for details and I look forward to 
seeing you all there. 

Best wishes and stay safe, 

Jade Phelan
Chief Executive Officer

Welcome!
A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHIEF  EXECUTIVE OFFICER,  
JADE PHELAN
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Happy New Year. I hope 
you enjoyed the festive 
season and had the 
opportunity to relax with 
family and friends and 
reflect on 2020.

2021 is set to be a big 
year at The Bays, with 
exciting projects coming 
to fruition and others just 

beginning. We look forward to keeping you up to 
date and letting you know how you can support us 
along the way.  

After a year-long hiatus, The Bays volunteers are 
back, bringing another level of life into the Hospital 
and Aged Care home. Their contribution is invaluable 
to staff, patients and residents alike, and I would 
like to thank all the volunteers for their support 
and patience over the past year. We are delighted 
to have you back.  We still have several volunteer 
opportunities available. For more information, 
contact Megan Willis, Volunteers Coordinator, on  
03 5970 5308.

Set to launch in July, The Bays member program will 
be reinvigorated. The new-look program will include 
initiatives and benefits for members and the broader 
Mornington Peninsula community. Please take the 
time to fill in the annual member member survey to 
help shape the new program. We appreciate all your 
feedback. Please contact Sophie White, Fundraising 
and Community Engagement Coordinator on  
03 5970 5329 for membership queries. 

The popular Health & Wellbeing program is back.  
Be sure to check out the scheduled dates for 2021. 

The Bays Comprehensive Cancer Centre plans 
are complete, in readiness for the next phase of 
development. The centre located at The Bays 
Morningting campus will allow patients on the 
Mornington Peninsula to receive their diagnosis, 
surgery, treatment and support closer to home, 
making a big difference to both patients and their 
families.

We are relying on community support to complete 
this vital project. Your donation helps The Bays 
provide the community with the latest medical 
developments and a compassionate environment 
for cancer patients focusing on respect, dignity, care 
and well-being. For further information on making a 
donation, please contact me on 03 5970 5339 or 
email rebeccahasler@thebays.com.au.

This month we are also highlighting our Bequest 
and Legacy Program. Please read the article on the 
following page. For more information on leaving 
a bequest or legacy gift, please contact us on  
03 5970 5339.

I look forward to meeting you all during the course 
of this year and am always keen for a chat either by 
phone or in person for a coffee and muffin next time 
you are visiting The Bays. 

Bec Hasler 
Fundraising & Community Engagement Manager

Welcome to our second 
edition of The Bays 
Community News!
AN UPDATE FROM FUNDRAIS ING &  COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT MANAGER

The Bays is delighted to be a Silver Sponsor for 
2021 My Mount Eliza Run and Fun Festival. The 
festival is on 14 March 2021, from 7.30 am – 1.00 pm 
at Mount Eliza Regional Park. For more information 
or to register, head to www.mounteliza.org.au.  
We look forward to seeing you there. 



In 2019 we were able to purchase an additional ICU bed thanks to the generosity of our donors. 
This helps ensure that our local community has the best care available. This was just one of 
the many ways our supporters helped change life for the better for the patients in our care. 
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The Bays continues to celebrate its history as a not 
for profit, community-owned hospital caring for 
generations of Mornington Peninsula locals. We are 
proud of our 100-bed acute care hospital, our 90-bed 
Aged Care home and most of all, the compassionate 
and professional team we have caring for patients 
and residents. 

The generosity of our local community has played 
an integral role in The Bays’ longevity. 

The Bays Hospital and Aged Care do not receive 
direct funding from either state or federal 
governments. We rely on donations, bequests and 
legacies in Wills to continue to provide care to the 
Mornington Peninsula community. 

Many people who have appreciated the difference 
The Bays’ care has made in their lives have 
generously provided us with financial support. We 
are grateful to all those who have left a gift in their 
Will or a legacy in the name of a family member.

This philanthropic support is honoured in plaques 
and building names, quiet spaces of reflection, and 
compassionate services that provide comfort and 
peace of mind for many patients, residents, and 
families. 

Your legacy lives on 
Some of life’s most celebrated and challenging 
moments occur within the walls of a hospital. Many 
of our patients, residents, and families thank our 
doctors, nurses and carers by way of a bequest 
or legacy gift. Their generosity continues to help 
others through their own healthcare experiences.

By leaving a bequest, you make a significant 
contribution to your community well into the future, 
and it is one for which your family can be proud.

Reflecting on your wishes. 
Making a Will is a time of reflection and consultation 
with family as you consider how you would like to 
continue to help others. 

By choosing to recognise The Bays as a beneficiary in 
your Will, you are ensuring future patients and their 
families can access continued and compassionate 
care. Your gift helps us invest in the latest medical 
developments, purchase new equipment and provide 
comfortable and supportive care for all our patients.

Every gift makes a difference 
The Bays exists, and will continue to exist, based 
on the generosity of others. Legacy giving has 
changed lives and has enhanced the healthcare 
available to the Mornington Peninsula community.

By leaving a gift in your Will, you will make 
a significant difference to The Bays and the 
generations of patients, residents, and families who 
spend time in our care. 

Leaving a gift in your Will to The Bays Hospital 
doesn’t have to be large for it to make an impact.  
Any bequest is a valued contribution to our 
community’s health and well-being.  

We are happy to work with you to ensure that your 
bequest is directed to an area of particular interest 
to you and in a way that makes you proud. 

“Thank you for looking after our beloved father, 
husband and grandfather whilst he was in your 
care. You all made his last days as good as they 
could be, and we know he was so grateful.”

– PAST PATIENT’S FAMILY

Your support helps us to continue providing the best 
care and treatment for our patients for generations 
to come.

For further information on leaving a bequest 
or for a brochure, please contact us on  
03 5970 5339. 

A will to make a 
difference to The Bays



Tell us a little bit about yourself?
I grew up on a farm near Shepparton, and after 
moving around between Melbourne and Perth for 
many years, settled on the Mornington Peninsula 
15 years ago.  The privilege and novelty of “living 
near the beach” have never worn off for this farm 
kid.   Before bringing my focus to art, I worked in 
Visual Merchandising, and Fashion Design, but my 
obsession with the arrangement of colour, shape and 
form has been lifelong.  

On a cold and wintery day, what motivates you 
to make your bright and colourful artwork?
Those are my favourite days to nestle into the studio. 
I don’t love winter, but I do love fantasising about the 
awe-striking moments and places and experiences 
that might be possible. Those thoughts keep me 
overflowing with projects and ideas, and I wish I had 
a few more hands to bring them to life.

If you knew you could not fail, what would you 
create next?
I’d open a beautiful gallery that included open 
studios where visitors old and young could come 
anytime to watch and chat with artists of all kinds 
at work. There would, of course, also be coffee and 
delicious healthy food.

Your art is bold and bright, what inspires your 
colour palette?  
My colour palettes are mostly inspired by natural 
fascinations like a sunrise, butterfly wings, spring 
blooms and coral reefs. The fashion and interior 
design worlds have also been a source of colour 
inspiration over the years.   It’s all about the mood 
and feeling that the colour palettes evoke.

What brings you joy outside of being an artist?
I love family holidays to warm places, beaches 
with forests, delicious food. I’m the mother of two 
daughters, and watching them grow up is a never-
ending source of joy as each new phase builds the last.

What should we expect to see in your upcoming 
exhibition?
You should expect lots of 
colour, bright optimism, 
botanical themes, and 
some familiar peninsula 
shapes.  I’m working 
with quirky colour 
combinations in graphic 
forms, and some aerial 
coastscapes featuring 
some of my favourite 
places on the peninsula.

If you would like more information on our ArtCare program or to 
discuss the opportunity to exhibit your artworks, please contact 
Megan Willis on 5970 5308 or email volunteer@thebays.com.au

ArtCare 
Program
MEET THE ARTIST Q & A 
— JACQI RUSSO
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Member Spotlight
WINSTON AND MARIA  MC P HE R SON

We would like to welcome Winston and Maria 
McPherson — new members of The Bays.

In December last year, Winston felt unwell. Things 
did not feel right with his bladder and bowel. He 
booked an appointment with his local General 
Practitioner and was referred to Dr Rob Herrmann, 
a Gastroenterologist, and their journey with The 
Bays began. Following a colonoscopy, Winston was 
diagnosed with rectal cancer.

Winston’s diagnosis came as a shock to him and his 
wife, Maria, and they were both anxious about what 
lay ahead of them. Dr Hermann referred Winston to 
Mr Eric Torey, General Surgeon, who has a special 
interest in colorectal surgery. Following further scans, 
Mr Torey and a multidisciplinary team of experienced 
oncologists, haematologists, specialist nurses and 
allied health practitioners at The Bays, including 
Dr Muhammad Alamgeer, a Medical Oncologist, 
discussed his case and advised Winston the best 
treatment was surgery. 

To minimise the risk before the surgery, Dr Praskash 
Nayagam, Physician, was consulted to manage 
Winston’s pre-operative and post-operative care.

Winston’s surgery was complex. Following the 
operation, he was admitted to The Bays Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU), where he was cared for by a team of 
highly trained physicians and nurses who specialise 
in caring for critically ill medical and surgical patients. 
He soon moved onto The Bays Coolart Ward, 
recovering well without complications and before 
regaining his optimum health. A great outcome.

Winston and Maria are so appreciative of the care he 
received at The Bays. “Everything was coordinated 
very quickly, and they provided a complete level of 
care to which I am very thankful for,” said Winston. 
Following his experience, their decision to become 
members was easy and they joined in February 2020, 
the day Winston was set to go home.

“The Bays is a great hospital. From start 
to finish, everyone, including reception 
staff, nurses, doctors, cleaners and the tea 
lady, were all so helpful and nothing was 
too much trouble. They were almost like a 
family during my stay,” said Winston.

For more information on the benefits of becoming a Bays Member or the  
membership program, please contact Sophie White, Fundraising & Community 

Engagement Coordinator, on 03 5970 5329 or email membership@thebays.com.au
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Volunteer Spotlight
R UTH G IUL IANO

‘Beanz By the Bay’ Cafe
There was a flurry of excitement as our brand 
new café ‘Beanz by the Bay’ recently opened to 
residents, staff and families at Hastings Aged 
Care.  The café is run by our thriving volunteers 
and supported by The Bays Lifestyle Program. 

The café is a wonderful hub for our residents 
to come along and enjoy time with family, meet 
new friends, read the paper and chat with our 
volunteers and staff. 

The Bays Aged Care Lifestyle team runs a 
weekly coffee club for the Aged Care residents.  
This is a lovely opportunity for residents to stay 
connected and engaged with one another.

The café is currently open Thursdays and 
Friday 10-2pm, with a plan to increase the 
opening times once we recruit additional 
support.

Ruth Giuliano has a heart of gold and is one of 
our many wonderful volunteers going above and 
beyond each week, contributing to The Bays 
difference.

Ruth is a kind-hearted, selfless and hardworking 
volunteer motivated by what she receives from 
The Bays Volunteer Program: meeting new people, 
social interactions, connection and giving back to 
the community.

Volunteering has been an important part of Ruth’s 
life, having volunteered in Aged Care for seven 
years before joining The Bays team in 2007. Ruth is 
part of the Patient Liaison Volunteer team, assisting 
with administrative duties and walking patients to 
our Day Surgery area prior to surgery. 

“Ensuring patients feel comfortable and at ease 
on the short walk to Day Surgery is important. The 
staff, visitors and patients all say hello and are so 
friendly, it makes my day”.

Ruth plays an essential role in assisting the team as 
a patient liaison officer. She is also a talented sewer, 
creating beautiful and colourful patchwork quilts 
you may see in The Bays Gift Shop. All donated by 
Ruth with proceeds supporting the maternity unit.

Thank you Ruth, for your contribution to The Bays. 

“Volunteers do not 
necessarily have the time; 
they just have the heart”

– QUOTE  BY  EL IZABETH ANDREWS



The Bays Aged Care 
supporting Rotary Australia 
World Community Service
AN UPDATE FROM THE BAYS AGED CARE

Last year we were thrilled to share with you our 
new, beautifully designed Aged Care in Hastings. On 
completion of the redevelopment, we were left with 
beds from the original nursing home. As a gesture of 
goodwill and in the interest of reducing landfill, Darren 
Hughes, Facilities & Infrastructure Manager, reached 
out to Rotary Donations in Kind (DIK).

DIK is part of  Rotary Australia World Community 
Service (RAWCS). It is a volunteer-based recycling 
facility located in West Footscray, which collects and 
redistributes goods primarily donated by companies, 
hospitals and educational institutions.

As of  October 2020, DIK West Footscray has 
shipped 615 containers of equipment and supplies 
containing goods worth $64.7 million to 33 
countries and administrative regions, with a strong 
emphasis on items that improve education, medical 
and maternal care. 

DIK was very happy to receive the donation from 
The Bays; our donation of 30 beds will be allocated 
to overseas shipments to Somalia or East Timor. The 
Bays Aged Care beds that once provided comfort 
and a place to rest for our residents will have a new 
life providing support to communities in need.
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For more information please contact 
Sophie White, Fundraising & Community Engagement Coordinator, 

phone 03 5970 5329 or email fundraising@thebays.com.au

The Bays Giving Tree
Meet Emily and James Renwick, proud parents of 
Hector, born at The Bays in June 2020, during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Renwick family joins over 130 families who have 
celebrated their birth at The Bays by purchasing a leaf 
on our Giving Tree, a beautiful art installation in our 
hospital reception.

We recently caught up with the Renwick family to place 
Hector’s leaf on The Bays Giving Tree and chat about 
their experience at The Bays.

Why did you choose to have your baby at The Bays?
We chose The Bays to have Hector because we live in 
Mornington and have had family and friends rave about 
having their babies at The Bays. James was also born 
there when it was the Mornington Bush Hospital. 

Tell us about your overall experience while having 
your baby at The Bays?
Sarah Roberts was our obstetrician, she was amazing, 
and we cannot recommend her enough. We loved our 
experience at The Bays as we felt supported from the 
second we arrived. Hector arrived when no visitors 
were allowed on the ward due to COVID-19.  We were 
quite saddened and overwhelmed at the thought of our 
family not being able to visit. However, the midwives 
and all the staff at The Bays were amazing. The ward 
was nice and quiet, everyone was so supportive and 
took the time to answer our millions of questions and to 
check in regularly. We left feeling prepared, ready and 
excited to take Hector home. 

How did you hear about The Bays Giving Tree, and 
why did you decide to purchase a leaf for Hector?
We heard about it from my sister, who had purchased 
a leaf for her daughter a few years ago. We loved our 
experience so much and wanted to support The Bays 
and celebrate the birth of our Hector. 

The Bays Giving Tree is a wonderful way to commemorate 
your baby’s birth, and by doing so, you can help future 
generations. All funds raised through the Giving Tree 
program are used to purchase much-needed equipment 
for The Bays Hospital Maternity Unit.



Specialist Directory
February 2021

ADMISSION 24/7
Phone 03 5976 5251
To arrange admission under the care 
of a GP or specialist

DIRECT ACCESS ENDOSCOPY
Phone 03 5976 5263  
Fax 03 5977 2264

PATIENT TRANSPORT SERVICE
Phone 03 5970 5370  
patienttransport@thebays.com.au

MATERNITY
Phone 03 5976 5262

DIALYSIS, HASTINGS
Phone 03 5979 0344

AGED CARE, HASTINGS
Phone 03 5979 0333

THE BAYS HOSPITAL
Vale Street Mornington VIC 3931  
Phone 03 5975 2009  
www.thebays.com.au/find-a-doctor

BARIATRIC SURGERY
Mr Ali Andrabi 03 5970 5360
Mr Niruben Rajasagaram 03 8548 0318

Mr Kostas Syrrakos 03 8679 6571

BREAST SURGERY
Miss Belinda Brown 03 5975 4322
Dr Edwina Moore 03 8763 3462

CARDIOLOGY 
Dr Mohammad Alasti 03 9773 2752

COLORECTAL SURGERY
Mr Vladimir Bolshinsky       03 8763 3461 
Mr Satish Warrier 03 8763 3999

ENDOCRINOLOGY
Dr Amin Sharifi 03 9775 8561
Prof Jack Wall 03 5970 5333

ENDOCRINE SURGERY
Mr Ali Andrabi 03 5970 5360
Dr Edwina Moore 03 8763 3462

EAR NOSE & THROAT SURGERY

Ms Elise Dracopoulos 03 5976 1216
Mr Jamie Priestley 03 5976 8240

GASTROENTEROLOGY
Dr Leon Fisher 03 9589 1885
Dr Rob Herrmann 03 5975 5066
Dr Alex Hodge 03 9543 5311
Dr Richard La Nauze 03 5975 5066
Dr Marcus Robertson 03 5973 4444

GENERAL SURGERY
Mr Ali Andrabi 03 5970 5360
Mr Tilan Beneragama 03 5973 6111
Ms Josephine Chitty 03 5976 7433
Mr Ross Ferguson 03 5976 4298
Mr Niruben Rajasagaram 1300 261 691
Mr Kumar Sundaramurthy 03 5970 5333
Mr Kostas Syrrakos 03 8679 6571
Mr Eric Torey 03 5973 6111
Mr Satish Warrier 03 8763 4002

GERIATRIC MEDICINE
Dr Kamran Kheyri 03 5970 5333
Dr Hamed Zinsaz 03 9783 3030

MEDICAL ONCOLOGY
Dr Muhammad Alamgeer 03 5970 5333
Dr Katherine Geddes 03 9575 5100
Dr Joanne Lundy 03 5970 5333
Dr Simone Steel 03 9789 6570

ORAL & MAXILLOFACIAL SURGERY
Dr Jason Savage 03 9592 6445
Dr Sam Verco 03 9592 6445

OBSTETRICS & GYNAECOLOGY
Dr Kelly Griffin 03 5970 5353
Dr Andrew Griffiths 03 5976 5257
Dr Keith How 03 5976 6630
Dr Petra Porter 03 5976 5266
Dr Sarah Roberts 03 5970 5353
Dr Amy Swanson 03 5970 5353

OPHTHALMOLOGY
Dr Brent Gaskin 03 5975 2422
Dr Alex Ioannidis 03 9070 1010
Dr Eric Mayer 03 9070 1010

Mr Mark Renehan 03 5975 2422

Dr Mark Walland 03 5975 2422

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY
Mr Andrew Chia 03 9928 6288
Mr James Chiu 03 9429 8866
Mr John Choi 03 5970 5377

Mr David Edis 03 8683 9039
Mr Ilan Freedman 03 9532 3333
Mr Daniel Goldbloom 03 9928 6188
Mr Ponnaren Pak 03 9337 2775
Mr Rez Rahim 03 9796 2992
Mr Austin Vo 03 9928 6388

PAEDIATRICS
Dr Ylva Andersson 03 9783 7667
A Prof David Armstrong 03 5976 4650
Dr Simon Costello 03 5970 5333
Dr Carl Hoekstra 03 9020 1000
Dr Sarah Nguyen 03 5970 5333
Dr Anne O’Neill 03 5976 4650
Dr Jeevani Ranaweera 03 5976 4650

PAEDIATRIC SURGERY
Mr Peter Ferguson 03 9509 2877

PHYSICIANS
Dr Vikram Bhalla 03 5976 0802
Dr Sam Kaldas 03 9783 9950
Dr Yasir Khan 03 9783 3030
Dr Kamran Kheyri 03 5970 5333
Dr Prakash Nayagam 03 5976 0802
Dr Michael O’Ryan 03 9781 3855
Dr Vishnu Sharma 03 9783 3030
Dr Ashwin Subramaniam 03 5970 5333

PLASTIC & RECONSTRUCTIVE  SURGERY
Ms Neela Janakiramanan 03 5975 0005
Mr Mathew Lee 03 5975 0005
Ms Carmen Munteneau 03 5981 0162
Ms Marie Rostek 03 5976 3522
Mr David Syme 03 5976 3522
Mr Jeremy Wilson 03 5973 4566

RESPIRATORY PHYSICIANS
Dr Sameer Kaul 03 9776 6933
Dr Amir Zangiabadi 03 9567 9080

SPINAL SURGERY
Mr Ales Aliashkevich 03 9008 4200
Mr John Choi 03 5970 5377
Mr David Edis 03 8683 9039
Mr Rez Rahim 03 5970 5333

THORACIC SURGERY
Mr Sergei Mitnovetski 03 9515 0656

UROGYNAECOLOGY
Dr Natharnia Young 1300 273 400

UROLOGY
Mr Chee Wee Cham 03 5976 0865
Mr Christopher Chang 03 9789 6377
Mr Robert Coleman 03 8593 7380
Mr Phil Dundee 03 8548 0302
Mr Paul Gilmore 03 8578 3028
Mr Anu Jayathillake 03 9787 5650
Mr Alwin Tan 03 5973 6609

VASCULAR SURGERY
Mr Christopher Brooks 03 9088 8628
Mr Wai-Leng Chue 03 9770 1977
Mr Justin Jedynak 03 9770 2256
Mr Charlie Last 03 9770 5966
Mr Jarryd Solomon 03 9770 2256

03 9783 3684Dr Philip Carrillo
Dr Sunia Vudiniabola 03 5975 6087

HAEMATOLOGY 
Dr Gaurav Srivastava 0422 014 506

Mr Brad Crick 03 5976 0825




